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2022 ~ CJB Executive and Chairs 

Tˈ˅ Dˏˁˎ Gˁˎˇ: 
Heroes or Criminals 

Help make the newsletter successful. 
Share your history and ideas for topics you would like to read about! 

We can assist you in writing articles, and sharing photos!  
 

Next Edi t ion wi l l  be September,  2022 

Position Name Email 

President Fred Gregory UE fredgregory79@gmail.com 

Vice President Alison Young UE aliyoung.40@live.ca 

Past President Dale Flagler UE csmdale@outlook.com 

Treasurer David Fowler davidf@vaxxine.com  

Secretary  Bev Craig UE rcraig@becon.org 

Director/Program Janet Hodgkins UE janet.hodgkins@gmail.com 

Membership/Genealogist Wendy Broda UE wpbroda@gmail.com 

Director Eugene Oatley UE loyuel1940@gmail.com 

Director/Website/
Newsletter 

Paul Preece UE ppreece@cogeco.ca 

Flag Bearer David Ellsworth UE david.ellsworth@yahoo.ca 
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Renew Your Membership For 2022 online at 
 

ht tps : / /ue lac .ca /    
 

Set your password or Login. Click on RENEW/ADD MEMBERSHIP. 

2022 Membership - Renew or JOIN  Now! 

YOU have options:  
 
1. Join or renew online at https://www.coljohnbutler.com/membership.html 

¶ Print the membership form and mail, with cheque, to Branch address. 
 

2. Bring filled out form and cheque to the monthly Branch meeting at Bettyôs Restaurant. 
 

OR 
 

You may also want to RENEW your membership using the new UELAC portal below. 

Loyal greetings,  
 
I hope that you all have enjoyed a won-
derful Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
The Branch seems to be holding its own 
during this terrible ongoing pandemic. 
We finished the year with a slight in-
crease in membership. Wendy Broda has 
assisted a considerable number of mem-
bers in securing UE Certificates for their 
Loyalist ancestors. Bev Craig is doing an 
admirable job as our secretary and David 
Fowler is keeping the financial records in 
top shape as our Treasurer. A big thank 
you to Paul Preece for his Tech skills 
which have allowed us to keep meeting 
on Zoom. Last but not least Janet Hodg-
kins has been lining up some amazing 
presenters to keep our meetings exciting 
and informative.  

 
All of this is good news, but there is a prob-
lem ï we need new blood on the Executive 
team, as an example since I came on 
board, we have had the same people doing 
the same jobs year after year. At our AGM, 
I made an appeal for some volunteers and 
I am pleased to report that two people 
have stepped up to the plate and hopefully 
we can get more. I will be in contact with 
these two members to see how we can put 
their skills to use. 
 
 
Loyally, 
 
Fred Gregory U.E.  -  President 
 

Presidentõs Pen 

https://uelac.ca/
https://www.coljohnbutleruel.com/membership.html
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Certificates Being Presented for Ancestors in 2021 

Thaddeus Davis 
Gerhardus Clowes 
Timothy B. Clowes 
James Clement 
Lewis C. Clement 
Adam Crysler 
Richard Griffin 
James Heaslip/Hayslip 
Jacob Ott 
Casper Ramey 
Solomon Hill   

Peter Secord Sr. 
Francis Goring 
William May 
John Steinhoff 
John Comfort. 
Sgt. Christian Warner 
Adam Green 
Titus Doan Sr. 
Jacob Johnson 
Charles Depew 
Andrew Ostrander 

27 new certificates have been received this year for the following UEL Ancestors 

 

UELAC 2022 Conference 
 

Hosted by the Manitoba Branch 
 

 
 
 

òFROM HEARTBREAK TO HOPE IN THE HEART 

OF THE CONTINENT ó  
 

 
 

 

May 26 - 29, 2022 
 
 

This will be a virtual conference showcasing several heritage tour sites such as the 
Manitoba Museum, the Museum of Human Rights and the Manitoba Legislature. 

 

Speakers have come forward from five universities across the country on a variety 
of heritage topics. 

 
 
 

Follow the Branches website for upcoming news and events. 
 

https://www.uelmanitoba.ca/ 
 

https://www.uelmanitoba.ca/ 

https://www.uelmanitoba.ca/
https://www.uelmanitoba.ca/
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The Doan Gang:  Heroes or Criminals 
 

My Notorious Ancestors by Janet Hodgkins U.E. 

 

A band of brothers, known as the Doan Gang, became notorious in Pennsylva-
nia during the American revolution.  They robbed wealthy Patriots, scouted for 
the British forces, rescued prisoners of war from their jail cells, stole horses to 
equip the British cavalry, spied, and generally created mayhem throughout the 
state and beyond.   
 

By warôs end, they were wanted dead or alive.  Of the six Doan's, four ended up 
dead and two escaped to Upper Canada where they lived in peace until old age.  
One member of the gang, Aaron Doan, was Janetôs fourth great-grandfather 
and United Empire Loyalist ancestor.   
 

As programme chair of Colonel John Butler (Niagara) Branch, Janetôs usual 
role is booking and introducing speakers, but this time she was the presenter 
instead. 
 

To view the full presentation go to:   
 

https://uelac.ca/members/video-presentations/ 
 

Other videos in the Guest Speaker Series include: 
 

 
Scurrility and Street Names:  By:  Richard Fiennes Clinton 
 Exploring the House of Hanover & the Town of York 
 
Brought in Bondage:  By:  Natasha Henry 
 The African People Enslaved in Niagara by UELs in Colonial Ontario  

 
Traitors, Spies and Heroes:   By:  Jennifer DeBruin, U.E. 
 Loyalist Espionage during the American Revolution  
  

https://uelac.ca/members/video-presentations/
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Slavery In Upper Canada:  A Skeleton In The Closet    By: Brian Aikins 

At the September 2021 virtual meeting of the 
Col. John Butler Branch, UELAC we had a guest 
speaker, Natasha Henry, President of the Ontario 
Black History Society. Her talk was on The Afri-
can People Enslaved in Niagara by UELs in Colo-
nial Ontario. For many this might be a delicate 
subject raising a range of emotions from shame 
to indignation. However, it is important to re-
member that as the proud ancestors of some of 
the finest examples of citizenry it is our responsi-
bility to speak the truth. Keep in mind though, 
that such activities cannot be condoned, but ra-
ther we must accept history as it is recorded and 
to accept the fact that some adopted and prac-
ticed such an institution. There are always indi-
viduals who question the morality of social 
norms and I have to believe, in regards to slav-
ery, that more were against it than for it. 
 

Many Loyalists in New York had established an 
active slave trade during the Revolutionary War, 
capturing and shipping black men and women to 
Montreal. As that war drew to a close, thousands 
fled north to Upper and Lower Canada, taking 
little with them but the people they had enslaved. 
With the establishment of Butlersburg, across 
the river from Ft. Niagara, Black settlers estab-
lished roots in the community. The town was re-

named Newark 
in 1792 by Lt. 
Gov. John 
Graves Simcoe 
and eventually 
became Niagara
-on-the-Lake in 
1902.  

 

When I started out on my personal quest to find 
out who my ancestors were I had very little to go 
on. Within my researches, I have discovered that 
one UEL, Daniel Servos, was known to have a 
slave, Robert Jupiter, who was well-known as a 
man of exceptional character and was deeply re-
spected. Although not a member of my immedi-
ate family, interestingly enough, like so many 
others, the life of Robert Jupiter is woven into 
the fabric of my familyôs history. It is a testament 
to the fact that Robert and his family touched 
many of those lives to whom I am directly relat-
ed. Following the tragedy of his fatherôs murder, 
Daniel Servos offered a choice to Robert Jupiter, 
not yet 20 years old. He could enlist with Butlerôs 
Rangers and receive his freedom after the war 
was over or he could remain behind and spend 

the rest of his life in servitude. The chance of sur-
viving life in the military was slim. If he was in-
jured there would be no support system in place 
and he would be left to fend on his own or worse, 
a rebel prison. Either way there was the risk of 
being captured and sold. Jupiter made the deci-
sion to take his chances with Butlerôs Rangers, 
clinging to the hope he would one day be a free 
man. He arrived at Ft. Niagara with Servos in 
1779 and fought with Butlerôs Rangers during the 
Revolution.  

 

The Servos family built a comfortable house for 
him next to the mill which later became the Kirby 
Cottage and he played an important part in estab-
lishing Palatine Hill.  Robert Jupiter was part of 
the crew clearing the land, which on average 
would take settlers a year to clear and prepare 
three acres for planting. A substantial labour force 
consisting of both freed and enslaved black men 
and loyalists was required in order to have the 
saw mill completed and in production by 1783. 
His full name did not appear anywhere in the Ser-
vos accounts, however, there are at least three ref-
erences to a ñBobò which very likely was Robert. 
His connections with the family ran deep and his 
loyalty gained him a deep respect from the com-
munity. Handling much of the major responsibili-
ties of the farm, the building and operation of the 
mill and the clearing of the land, he was very like-
ly a free man when Daniel Servos passed away in 
1803. The following year Robert Jupiter married 
Mary Ann Arrishew on Sept. 10, 1804 at St. 
Markôs in Newark.  
 

Another longstanding family of African roots was 
the family of Humphrey Waters Sr., who with his 
wife Ann and sons moved to Newark in 1794 from 
Kingston upon receiving land grants. Humphrey 



 Page 7 January 2022 

  w w w . c o l j o h n b u t l e r u e l . c om 

Waters Sr. was a well-respected black Loyalist 
who, having fought with Butlerôs Rangers, re-
mained close friends with the Servos family and 
other high-ranking military. They were also one 
of a number of freed black families that attended 
St. Markôs Church. Social barriers were due more 
to the difference of class rather than race. Inter-
racial marriages were common within those class 
structures. Humphrey Sr. was a well respected 
member of St. Markôs Church and a thriving 
businessman who owned 12 acres of property in 
town and had two sons James and Humphrey Jr. 
In 1808 Catherine Servos, daughter of Daniel 
Servos, whose family were firm supporters of 
emancipation, married Humphrey Jr. He was 
welcomed into the Servos family, their second 
son Daniel Servos Waters honours her father.  
 

During the War of 1812 in the Battle of Fort 
George on May 27, 1813, a fleet of U.S. ships 
drifted in onto the shore at the Two Mile Creek, 
the Coloured Corps were among the troops 
which rallied in vain as more than 6,000 troops 
overwhelmed them. The Coloured Corps fought 
with distinction on the Niagara frontier including 
the Battle of Queenston Heights and the Battle of 
Fort George, this unit included James Waters, 
Humphrey Waters Jr. and Robert Jupiter. The 
Americans captured Fort George and began their 
occupation of Newark. Captured troops were im-
prisoned in Fort Niagara, it was especially worri-
some for the Coloured Corps whose family mem-
bers were now vulnerable to those who had little 
respect for their rights or liberty.  Some of the 
black soldiers that were captured were actually 
transported south and enslaved for the rest of 
their lives.  
 

After years of deprivation and combat, Robert 
Jupiter was eager to settle down and establish a 
future. Because of his service with the Coloured 
Corps, he was entitled to and received a govern-
ment land grant. His family made the trek north 

and attempted to start over. Despite their best ef-
forts, within a few years the backbreaking labour 
of clearing the land and the isolation of living in 
exile quickly took its toll on him. In April 1824 
Robert passed away, a broken man, he had con-
tracted a respiratory ailment from which he was 
unable to recover and was never able to realize his 
dream of having a home of his own or see his chil-
dren flourish. Unable to sell the land they had 
worked so hard on because she did not hold the 
title, his widow Mary Ann moved back to Newark, 
she was destitute. It is difficult to imagine how 
MaryAnn Jupiter could save their four children 
Eliza Ann, Jenet, James and Patty. One of her 
young daughters was already suffering seizures 
from epilepsy and there was little hope for her 
survival. To add to her hardship her son James 
drowned shortly after her return.  
 

After the American forces had invaded their home 
as they retreated from Niagara in 1813, Robert 
had claimed war-time losses amounting to Ã49.5. 
His claim went unpaid, until 1827 when Mary Ann 
received a small amount to cover the loss of their 
horse, some harnesses and livestock.  
 

When researching the past it is often reduced to 
single line or paragraph found within various 
sources. Each piece of information helps to create 
an understanding of events long ago. Sometimes, 
however, that scrap of information creates more 
questions than answers.  
 

Another fascinating story is the Underground 
Railroad which predominately involved Niagara 
Falls and St. Catharines.  However, there are rec-
ords of crossings from Lewiston, New York to the 
village of Queenston. Daniel Servosô grandson Pe-
ter Claus Servos, an abolitionist, redeemed Ameri-
can slaves from bondage. In 1847 he contributed 
to the effort by journeying to Virginia to liberate 
the Berry Family, these former slaves re-located 
to Ontario. My research then involved the stories 
about stations and con-
ductors which abound 
but are without any real 
details as to the route 
within Upper Canada. 
 

Mary Ann Shadd, the 
first black woman pub-
lisher in North America and the first woman pub-
lisher in Canada who was raised in a family dedi-
cated to the abolition of slavery and her childhood 
home often served as a shelter for fugitive slaves. 
Mary founded Canada's first anti-slavery newspa-
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Slavery In Upper Canada:  A Skeleton In The Closet   Continued é. 

per, ñThe Provincial Freemanò. In 1854 she wrote 
the following about Niagara. ñThe coloured citi-
zens are prosperous, nearly every family pos-
sessing a homestead.  There is no preju-
dice.ò  Without context to this claim one can only 
hope this was true. 
 

Yet another event and question to be answered 
was Humphrey Waters Jr.ôs disappearance in 
1828 which shocked the entire community. He 
was never heard from again. 
 

As historiographers we are creating an under-
standing of the events and lives of our ancestors. 
Asking questions, finding answers and inspiring 
others to take what we have learned and add to 
that knowledge. 
 

At Palatine Hill there is a UEL cemetery sur-
rounded by a stone fence with an iron arch and 
gated entrance. It is now located among the or-
chards of an active winery. This sacred area is 
surrounded by fine old trees and within lie four 
generations of the Servos Family and their con-
nections, 19 monuments for 29 people buried 
between 1803 and 1905. Outside the wall others 
are buried, some unusual mound formations ex-
isted 12 metres north of the cemetery, buried 
there were twelve Iroquois warriors who died in 
the battle taking Queenston Heights in October, 
1813. Unfortunately they were not protected as a 
heritage site and were bulldozed as the orchards 
expanded in the 1940ôs. According to Roger 
Himes whose family was the last to live in Kirby 
Cottage on Palatine Hill, the mounds were about 
12 metres in length and about 5 metres high.  
 

Here also is the final resting place of Robert Jupi-
ter one of the first men to be freed from slavery in 
Niagara. The fact that he would be interred beside 
a family of prominent settlers is intriguing. He 
had requested that his body be buried on Palatine 
Hill to be close to the family and community that 
he so dearly loved. The Servos family acknowl-
edged his wish and he was buried underneath a 
centuries-old maple which presided over his 
grave.  

Brian Aikins U.E., member of CJB Branch, this information was taken from the History of the  
Aikins Family which documents the lives of seven ancestors who were United Empire Loyalists and 
makes reference to an eighth, yet unproven.  

Sept. 7, 2021 

Servos Grist Mill - Owen Staples  1910 
Palatine Hill, Niagara-On-The-Lake 

Servos Grist Mill / Farm / Office around 1890 
Palatine Hill, Niagara-On-The-Lake DIGITAL ARCHIVE  
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David Ellsworh U.E. represented our Branch at the Remembrance 
Day Service this year at the Ridgeway Cenotaph, in Ridgeway, On-
tario.  This yearôs ceremony was organized to correspond to the on-
going challenges presented by the Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
For this year, all of the organization wreaths had been prearranged 
on the site.  When the ceremony began, each representative from 
the various organizations was called up to pay their respects.  

 
At this yearôs ceremony, a 
group known as the ñGraffiti 
Granniesò took on a project to honour the veterans who have 
served for our country.  The ñPoppy Bannerò took on a life of 
its own as members of the community came together to sup-
port the initiative.  The special project was organized by Ange-
la Stadelman and Jane Seaborne-Davies and was inspired by a 
similar project that was completed last year by the Niagara 
Falls Historical Museum.   
 
The group crocheted about 300 poppies that were inserted 
into a net which was then  drapped over the  monument at the 
cenotaph.   The banner was a complete success as it added to 
the symbolism of the day.   
 
The Graffiti Grannies are looking to continue this project for 
next year and are already getting a lot of interest within the 
community. 
 
 
 
 
 
         For the full story, click on this image:  

    emembering The Past - Honouring The Fallen R  


