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President’s Pen
Hasn’t the weather been something else?
We started out the summer with our annual
Flag Raising in Niagara on the Lake, Gail
and her granddaughter laying a wreath at the
Battle of Chippawa, 10 of us going off to PEI
for the annual conference and the laying of
the wreath for the 202nd anniversary of the
Battle of Lundy’s Lane.
We had a great time at the conference, the
venue was perfect down by the waterfront,
the food was excellent and the entertainment
was wonderful, such great hospitality from
the East Coast. The weather was not so accommodating but once we arrived and
brought the warm temperatures with us it
was a great trip. Betty won the raffle, a big
wicker basket full of goodies from Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island. How she got it home? She will have to
tell us at our next luncheon. Save the dates
June 22 to 25 2017, for next year’s conference in London. We will be having a presentation about this conference at one of our upcoming luncheons.

We had a record breaking attendance for the
Flag raising ceremony. If you haven’t seen the
photos here is the link to the Snap website and
no Dale and I are not a couple.
http://snapd.at/eeww2qq
The Irish Harp Pub provided us with a delicious
lunch which was enjoyed by all. I hope to see
everyone and more next year.
Janet has some interesting speakers scheduled
in the coming months.
The Executive is looking for ideas and submissions. We will consider all. Just a reminder nomination for Executive and Chair positions are
coming up.

Inside this issue:

Special Collections Formatted and Digitized
Several years ago, Bill Smy, Director of the
Friends of the Loyalist Collection at Brock
University donated his research notes to
Brock University Special Collections.
“An

Annotated Roll of Butlers Rangers 1774 – 1781 with Documentary
Sources ” is now available!
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Volunteers Needed!
The Branch is currently looking for members to
help plan this year’s Christmas Social. If you
would like to be involved or have
ideas, please contact Carol
Clifford UE at your convenience.

William (Spike) Lounsbury: A Tory from Mamaroneck
How does one get a nickname like Spike?
William Lounsbury and his Tory friends were
told about a large number of cannons arriving
from Lexington and taken to Kingsbridge. The
cannons numbered about two hundred and fifty; “were of all sizes, shapes, qualities and
materials; brass, bronze and iron; good, bad
and indifferent. They were stored at several
places, fifty or more at John William ’s, later
Williamsbridge, probably one hundred at Valentine’s Hill, others at the northern end of
Manhattan. They were not guarded in any way,
so that anyone who wished to injure them
could do so with impunity. On January 17,
1776, most of them were found spiked, while
others were choked with stones, and all of
them in unserviceable condition. Suspicion fell
on the Tories of Westchester, Eastchester,
West Farms, and Yonkers, but an inquiry
placed the deed upon John Fowler and William
Lounsberry of Mamaroneck, both of whom
were imprisoned. The purchase of a quantity
of rat-tail files led to their conviction. Jacamiah
Allen was employed to unspike the guns at a
cost of 20 shillings a gun.”
Editor’s Comment: It appears that Spike and
the boys worked up a little courage on the way
to and from attending to the cannons, if the
report in Historical Landmarks of New Rochelle published under the auspices of the Huguenot and Historical Association by New Rochelle Trust Company, New Rochelle, N.Y, in
1938 is correct. On pages 85 and 86 there is
an article on the Badeau-Williams Tavern
which opened in 1766, John Gedney bought it
in 1773 and was its proprietor at the opening
of the Revolutionary War. Gedney was a Tory,
and it was here, on the night of January 16 -17,
1776, that a party of Tories from Mamaroneck,
led by William Lounsbury of that place,
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stopped on their way to Williams Bridge to carry out their plot to spike the cannons that had
been stored there by authority of the Provincial Congress. The expedition was a success,
but the night was bitter cold, and so much
good cheer was found at Gedney's house that
a stop was made there both going and coming.
This affair got Gedney into trouble. Lounsbury
and his accomplices were arrested, taken before the Committee of Safety in New York and
there imprisoned.
The nickname of Spike was an appropriate title for William following this event.

From: The Bronx and its People: A History,
1609 - 97
New York, Lewis Historical
Publishing Co., 1927
lounsbury-tree.blogspot.ca – Issue 40,
Fall 2004
Submitted by: Bill Brunton
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2016 Niagara-On-The-Lake Flag Raising Ceremony
Record breaking attendance for this year’s event. The ceremony was followed by lunch at the
Irish Harp Pub.

T h e N i a g a r a L o y al is t
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In the early summer of 2011, the manuscript “Loyalists & Early Settlers on the Niagara River
Parkway” was sent out for printing. This book was a project of the Col. John Butler (Niagara)
Branch, researched and compiled by Gail Woodruff UE, edited by Ann Huffman, and dedicated to the memory of Jerry Fisher UE who contributed significantly both
to the book and to the success of the Branch. Initially, two hundred
copies were printed, with an additional printing of thirty copies. All of
these were sold by the summer of 2015.
Occasionally we receive requests for the book, both locally and from
tourists with a connection to the four townships which make up the Niagara River Parkway. We are considering another small reprint if there
is further interest by our members and friends of the Branch to purchase a copy. The price would remain at $50 plus shipping for mailed
copies. If you wish to reserve a book, please contact Gail Woodruff:

905–295–6378 or grammag@cogeco.ca

Membership Meeting Photos - May 2016

Battle of Queenston Heights Commemorative Tours
October 8 & 9, 2016
Join the Friends of Fort George and Parks Canada as we commemorate the 204th anniversary of the Battle of Queenston
Heights and the death of Major General Sir Isaac Brock, Saviour of Upper Canada. Brock's Monument National Historic Site
will be open from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm all weekend. Join us for guided tours of the battle site, climb the 235 steps to the
top of Brock's Monument and enjoy the scenic view of Queenston Heights Park and the Niagara River!
Call the Friends of Fort George at 905 -468-6621, or email admin@friendsoffortgeorge.ca for more information.
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Special Collections Formatted and Digitized … continued
Bill Smy’s very popular reference book “An Annotated Roll of Butlers
Rangers 1774 – 1781 with Documentary Sources ” was the final product of this massive research project. Many UELAC members have
benefitted from this work when they were researching their Loyalist
ancestor. With his permission Special Collections Staff formatted and digitized the 4 volume
set and it is now accessible online as part of the Loyalist Collection at Brock University. You
can search the entire collection or you can search each individual volume. Remember that
“creative spelling” was acceptable in those days so you might want to try various spellings for
names.

http://dr.library.brocku.ca/handle/10464/9242

When History Recalls
War of 1812 - A God Story
Earl Plato U.E.
What are some of the thoughts about religion
and the War of 1812? This article reflects on
the religious settings of the War of 1812.
There is little research available so I will
share some of what I know and have found.
There were two main groups of Christians
back then. In Lower Canada (Quebec) it was
predominately Roman Catholic. Here in Upper Canada (Ontario) it was the Anglican,
Church of England. In Niagara if you weren ’t
Roman Catholic you were Anglican. I know.
My Plato ancestors were of Palatine German
descent. They were of Lutheran background.
No Lutheran preachers in Niagara in 1812.
My forebears Peter James and Catharine
(Bowen) Plato in the early 1800’s had their
children baptized at St. Paul’s Anglican
church in Fort Erie. It’s in the records. Almost
everyone then was an Anglican. No Baptists
or other denominations back then. An itinerant Anglican minister would arrive at a church
in Niagara, “Bring your children for baptism.”
Families were large then. Three Plato children were baptized at one time. Who knew
when the Anglican minister would return?
Anglican Padre Mike Peterson’s research
said, “Only a handful of Anglican parishes
dotted Upper Canada when hostilities between Great Britain and the United States
commenced in 1812.” Peterson said that the
Anglican Church survived as best it could in
Upper Canada as there was always a shortage of trained clergy.
T h e N i a g a r a L o y al is t

I thought about the soldiers stationed at Fort
Erie.
Most of them were of British descent and
thus probably of the Anglican faith. Was
there an Anglican chaplain at the fort? Yes.
In a sense. Here in Upper Canada only a
handful of army chaplains, all Anglicans,
were available to support the military. They
included Rev. G. Stuart, Rev. John Strachn
and in Niagara the Rev. Robert Addison. Addison was present in Fort Erie, Bertie, and
Willoughby townships and Fort George. He
met with the local families including loyalists
such as Bowen, Miller, Plato and Wintemutes
all of Bertie Township.

Peterson says, “Later (these chaplains) they
would be joined by military chaplains from
Great Britain. He added, “… each chaplain
was responsible for several hundred soldiers
and their families.” Bibles were available to
the common soldier who could read at his
barrack. Yes, God was present during the
War but He needed more helpers.
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Upcoming General Meetings
Sept. 3, 2016
Guest Speaker: Karen Richardson, UE - From a Loyalist Pantry
 Back by popular demand will be Karen Richardson, UE, curator at the Haldimand County Museums.
Her topic, From a Loyalist Pantry, will focus on what our ancestors ate.

Oct. 1, 2016
Guest Speaker: Andrew and Jennifer Humeniuk - Rediscovering the Loyalist Homestead
 Jennifer and Andrew Humeniuk, UE, a descendant of John Brown, UEL, 1740-1804 (aka Johannes
Braun) will tell us about John Brown and his house. Built on the original Crown land grant c1802,
the Brown house still stands. It has been a family home and an Inn on the coach route from Niagara to Ancaster. Andrew now owns the house and is the founder of The John Brown Heritage Foundation.

Nov. 5, 2016
Guest Speaker: Allan McGillivray - The Art of Arnold Hodgkins
 In recognition of Remembrance Day, Allan McGillivray will speak about the World War II Art of Arnold Hodgkins, 1911-1989. Arnold Hodgkins, who grew up n Gainsborough Township, served as a
medic in WWII. He always had a sketch pad with him. His art reveals a very personal war experience. Arnold was a cousin of Shirley Lockhart (nee Hodgkins) UE, and of Janet Hodgkins, UE.
Doors open at 11 a.m.

All meetings are held at Betty’s Restaurant in
Niagara Falls (Chippawa)

We’re On
The Web
T h e N i a g a r a L o y al is t

Lunch at 11:45 a.m.

Position

Name

Email

President

Carol Clifford

ccox1@sympatico.ca

Vice–President

Dale Flagler

csmdale@outlook.com

Past–President

Paul Preece

ppreece@cogeco.ca

1st Vice President

Courtney Taylor

Secretary

Wendy Broda

wpbroda@gmail.com

Treasurer

Ted Huffman

stonehouse@bell.net

Membership

Ann Huffman

annhuffman@bell.net

Genealogist

Rodney Craig

rcraig@becon.org

Assistant Genealogists

Sherry Bell
Tim Lowrey

sherrybell@cogeco.ca
tallow@sympatico.ca

Newsletter Editor

Paul Preece

ppreece@cogeco.ca

Website

Paul Preece

As above

Director

Eugene Oatley

Director

Bev Craig

Program

Janet Hodgkins

courtneytaylorue@gmail.com

ero.uel@cogeco.ca
rcraig@becon.org
janet.hodgkins@gmail.com

